
Florida Gift Fruit Shippers Association

A look back at 60 years…
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1946

Florida Express Fruit Shippers Association 

meets for the 1st time

Our Gift Packages were all shipped by 

Railway Express



Association’s first “convention” held in 1948 at the 

MacFadden-Deauville in Miami Beach





Past Executive Vice President

WILLIAM WILLIAM WILLIAM WILLIAM 
“BILL” “BILL” “BILL” “BILL” 
STUBBSSTUBBSSTUBBSSTUBBS

1951-1986



BILL STUBBS, ROBERT SCHLERNITZAUER, BLANCHE BARFIELD,  

AND RAY SKINNER, SR. 



Florida Express Fruit 

Shippers Association 

becomes 

Florida Gift Fruit 

Shippers Association



Terminal operations began in 1964 – 146,000 parcels 

shipped that season



Applying postage and bed loading the truck



Before Orlando started to grow – we were the only company at 

Kirkman and Concord



Office workers in the 60’s



Past Presidents

1970 - 1974

Ray Baker – 1970 to 1971

Ray Skinner, Jr. – 1972 to 1973

Howard Lawrence – 1973 to 1974

Harry Spyke (Pete’s Dad) – 1974 

to 1975

Frank Sullivan – 1975 to 1976 Lee Barfield

1971 - 1972



Past Presidents

William Gundlach III 

(Pete’s High School Buddy)

1988 - 1990



Stalwarts Frank Sullivan, III and Garnett White



Jim Skinner –

Midway 

Groves

Jim and Pete 

attended the 

University of 

Florida 

together, 

studying citrus 

growing.



Past Executive Vice President

JOSEPH JOSEPH JOSEPH JOSEPH 
BALLBALLBALLBALL

1986 - 2001



PETER 

CHAIRES 

JOINS THE 

STAFF OF 

FGFSA AS 

EXECUTIVE 

ASSISTANT





1989 Board of Directors Meeting



KARL ALBRITTON AND BILL STUBBS



Gini Akos was queen of the Pickup Department – and a master at 

planning all the Association events.



Bill Crigar, Line Haul manager made sure there were trucks to get your 

fruit to its final destination



Joan Massingill presents George Harvey with a lifetime membership.



1992 ASSOCIATION ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF





1996 - Donna Garren is hired as Administrative Assistant to Joe Ball



1997  ASSOCIATION STAFF



DICK AND 

DENISE 

ROBINSON



PETER CHAIRES STARTS THE TOUR



Members watch the parcels get processed.



Members get a full view of the terminal operations– upstairs and down



JAMES BLOOD AND GENE MIXON PRESENT AN APPRECIATION 

PLAQUE TO RICHARD GASKALA OF THE DEPT OF AGRIGULTURE



MARIA ESPINAL, DONNA GARREN, MARK MURRAY, 

GINI AKOS AND CLAUDETTE BISHOP



THE 2000 ASSOCIATION STAFF 



2000 Board of Directors.  Pete’s Sister Barbara on Left.



Past Executive Vice President

MARK MARK MARK MARK 
MURRAYMURRAYMURRAYMURRAY

2001 - 2003



ALLEN CUSHMAN WITH HIS MOM



Gene Mixon leads the invocation



2003 Spring College2003 Spring College2003 Spring College2003 Spring College

Louisa and Sandy from Palm Beach Groves, Jeb Hudson, and 

others ponder deep thoughts.



Past Executive Vice President

PETER PETER PETER PETER 
CHAIRESCHAIRESCHAIRESCHAIRES

2003 - 2004



Annual Business 

Meeting held at the 

Florida FFA 

Leadership 

Training Center in 

Haines City on 

October 5, 2004.  

The Hurricane 

Year Season.



PRESIDENT MIKE HOUGHTALING AND VICE 

PRESIDENT GEORGE SCALES



Executive Vice President

DONNA DONNA DONNA DONNA 
GARRENGARRENGARRENGARREN

1/05 - PRESENT



FGFSA Staff

MARIA ESPINAL

MIKE ANDERSON

DONNA GARREN

JOHN MCDONALD

ARLENE 

ROBERTSON



CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER – HAP HAZELWOOD WITH CHRIS BONNET



Our Friend George Scales 

G&S Packing

2006 - 2008



2010 – The Orange Shop’s 74th Season


